was a married lady, aged 36 years, whose life, with the exception of two or three years, had been spent in a tropical climate; the mother of four children, the youngest of whom is now 12 years of age. Abroad, I understand, she had been repeatedly brought very low by loss of blood. The exact nature and particulars of these haemorrhages, I regret to say, are unknown to me; otherwise, possibly, some light might have been thrown upon the insidious history and progress of a singularly obscure and fatal disease. Her convalescences, lam aware, were always tedious, and the stomach, at no time a very tolerant organ, demanded great watchfulness as to quantity, while certain articles of diet, generally considered light and easy of digestion, had to be carefully eschewed.
After all, but little can be learned from the details of any single case, for it is scarcely an exaggeration to say that their infinite modifications make each case unlike every other.
On the subject of treatment in such cases generally, great dubiety is but too apt to occupy the mind of the attendant, and it will be well if he have the fortitude prudently to withhold his hand, rather than pursue the bustling and over-active measures but too much in vogue on many occasions; for we must ever bear in mind that it is our foremost duty to be useful, and that suspicions which fall far short of a definite diagnosis may yet be sufficiently important to dictate the whole plan of treatment.
